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Spring 2016

Check out our new website!

Shocking News: Electro-fishing Surveys now
Available for Private Lakes and Ponds
Beginning in 2016, Cason & Associates will be offering electro-fishing as part
of our fishery management services! Do you want to know what is really
swimming beneath the surface of your lake or pond? Are you concerned with
survival and growth of stocked fish? Are you ready to take steps to create a
high-quality fishery in your lake or pond? A fish survey using our new custom
electro-fishing boat may be right for you. This new tool in our arsenal will quickly
and efficiently give you the information needed to effectively manage your
fishery.

Need Pond Products? We Still Make House Calls!

If you’re a do it yourself pond owner, you may be impressed with what Cason & Associates has to
offer. We offer pond product delivery services and will take the time to make sure you know how to
properly use them. Don’t take chances ordering mystery products from the internet. We sell only
professional grade products that we have tested extensively. Our trained and certified applicators are
happy to drop off your product order and teach you where, when and how to apply them. Save time
and money by taking the guesswork out of what to apply, or how much you need. Call or email for a
product and price list.

FISH STOCKING REMINDER!!!

How does it work? As the name implies, electro-fishing uses electricity to
sample fish populations. By using an onboard generator, an electro-fishing boat
produces electrical currents between positive and negative electrodes that hang
partially submerged in the water. When fish encounter this mild electrical field, an
involuntary muscular response called taxis causes fish to swim towards the
electrodes where they become temporarily stunned. Once stunned, the fish are
dip-netted by the boat crew and placed in a tank for processing. Since this stunned
state only lasts a few seconds, fish can be sampled and return to the water body
unharmed. Also, since fish are not confined in a small net, there is often less stress
to the fish.
Data collected during electro-fishing surveys can be used to determine length
frequencies, population estimates, growth rates and other fish population
parameters.
Combined with fyke-netting surveys, electro-fishing can provide a comprehensive
assessment of your fish population.

If you would like to order fish to stock in your lake or pond this spring without increased travel charges, the deadline is
May 1, 2016. Orders are still accepted after the deadline date but there are no guarantees your order will be completely fulfilled

and additional delivery charges may be incurred. All species of fish are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Don’t wait! Call,
email or fax your order today!

Fishery surveys can be tailored to suit your individual needs and the unique characteristics of your lake or pond.
Having good information is the only way to make good decisions regarding stocking and management of your
waters. An electro-fishing survey may be the best way to get that information. Make 2016 the year you begin
creating the quality fishing experience you have always dreamed of!

Contact the fish management professionals at Cason & Associates to discuss
scheduling an electro-fishing survey for your lake or pond today!

Floating islands from BioHaven® have burst on the market as a new way to beautify your pond or lake while restoring some of
its natural processes. By mimicking natural floating islands, BioHaven® floating islands improve water quality, create habitat for
wildlife and aquatic organisms, restore wetlands that have been lost, reduce shoreline erosion due to wave action and enhance
the overall beauty of your pond or lake. They float on top of the water‘s surface and are anchored to adjust to changing water
levels. They can withstand hurricane force winds and survive harsh Midwest winters.

BioHaven® Floating Islands Work to:

Left: Water samples
from a pond before
and after a floating
island was installed

Improve Water Quality

Floating islands help reduce the amount of
nitrates, phosphorous, ammonia, total
suspended solids and algae in your pond or
lake. Field tests have shown floating islands
to reduce total nitrate and phosphorous
concentrations by 40%. Floating islands
provide a large surface for microbes to
adhere to. Microbes break down nutrients
and other water-borne pollutants that are
circulating in the water. Plants on the floating
island also absorb nutrients in the water
column. This helps produce dissolved
oxygen in the waterbody.

Right: An illustration
showing how floating
islands work

Reduce Shoreline Erosion

Floating islands have been proven to reduce erosion caused by
waves in both deep water and along shorelines by dampening
wave energy. By placing islands near sensitive shorelines or
attached to the shore as an overhanging bank, erosion caused by
waves generated by strong winds or heavy boat traffic is reduced.

Restore Wetlands

With a growing human population, more and more wetlands are
being degraded or filled in. Floating islands provide the same
ecological benefits as natural wetlands provide, thus restoring
lost wetlands. Floating islands provide secure habitat that many
birds, insects, reptiles, fish and wildlife utilize while recycling
excess nutrients. Floating islands can also be utilized to add a
riparian edge, which increases biodiversity and improves the
overall health of the pond or lake.

Create Habitat

Floating islands provide nesting, protection and
feeding opportunities for many different species
of birds, insects, reptiles, wildlife and aquatic
organisms, such as fish. Floating islands can be
customized to attract a specific species, such as
nesting for loons, or islands can be made to
attract many different species of living
organisms. Islands can be designed to provide
spawning habitat for fish and/or habitat to
protect fingerlings (young fish), as well.

Customize Your Island!

BioHaven® floating islands come in standard and custom shapes and sizes, and buoyancy can be altered to hold trees, rocks
and driftwood to further increase the natural look. You also can choose the plants you would like to grow on your island.
BioHaven® floating islands are also made of recycled bottles! You are not just cleaning up your pond. You are cleaning up the
planet as well! So go ahead, give your lake or pond a new island paradise. Call Cason & Associates, your local BioHaven®
floating island dealer today and let us design a floating island for your pond or lake! 1-877-309-8408. Your private oasis is only a
phone call away.

New Attractions
For Fish Of All Sizes

What’s Blooming in Your Pond?

The warm weather and dry conditions that we
experienced last summer left many pond owners with
an abundance of green growth in their waters. Lowered
water levels meant increased sunlight penetration,
which allowed weeds and algae to proliferate. Many
pond owners had a tougher summer than usual and it
has led to many questions about algae blooms, what
causes them, and how to prevent them. The
professional pond managers at Cason & Associates use
a variety of tools to combat weed and algae blooms.
Often the best solutions involve implementing
proactive treatment programs with products that
compete with weeds and algae for nutrients. It’s
important to implement these programs early in the
season before weed and algae problems get too big to
handle. You may still experience algae blooms in a
managed pond but they will be noticeably less severe
and much easier to control. Cason & Associates can
help you put together a management program for your
pond. We can place your pond on a monthly
management program, or we can help you get set up to
manage the pond on your own.

As lake and pond owners, we often work very hard at creating beautiful lawns and shorelines, but often overlook the
underwater landscape of our waters. This underwater aquatic landscape is the driving force behind the quality of your
fishery. Whether your goal is to develop a trophy bass fishery, or if you simply want to have a school of bluegills around
your dock, fish attractors from Mossback Fish Habitat® will help enhance the underwater landscape of your lake your pond.
A fishery is made up of more than just the large game fish we all love to see and catch. Each fish species has different
habitat needs and preferences at each stage of its life. Small fish (fry) need dense cover that not only protects them from
predators, but also facilitates the phytoplankton growth they feed upon. Fingerling fish need less dense cover that will allow
them to escape larger predators. Having successful recruitment of fry and fingerlings is important for having a
self-sustaining fish population. Adult game fish are attracted to cover for foraging opportunities, but also use overhead
cover for protection from winged predators. Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors provide artificial habitat by creating
multiple small spaces for juvenile fish and large hiding places for adult game fish, while promoting phytoplankton growth
on the flat surfaces they possess.
Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors are made of recycled PVC materials. They are chemically inert and will provide
habitat for a very long time. Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors come in many different shapes and sizes and
arrangements can be customized to your preferences. Compared to the labor intensive work of installing fish cribs or tree
drops, Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors are very easy to transport, assemble and to install.
By installing Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors in your pond or lake, you are providing structural habitat that will help
you maintain a healthy and diverse fishery for many years to come. You can also use them to create your own “honey hole”
by attracting fish to certain key angling locations within your pond or lake, thereby creating fun fishing opportunities for all
ages. Call Cason & Associates, your local Mossback Fish Habitat® dealer. We will help you design and install habitat
structures to enhance your underwater landscape.

The Doctor Is In
As pond owners, we all have one thing in common. We all want an
attractive, healthy pond. Whether your ideal pond is a shallow wildlife
scrape, a pristine swimming pond, or something in between, a certain
amount of maintenance will need to be done to achieve your goals. A
pond is an ever-changing ecosystem that is influenced by many
different factors. No two years are the same in the life of a pond. This
is why your pond may need a management consultation from time to
time to make sure you are still on track for creating your perfect pond.
Much like a mechanic or a doctor, our professional pond managers
will do a diagnostic analysis of your pond to asses its health. By
“popping the hood”, we can get at the root of current problems and
find new preventative ways to keep your pond attractive and healthy.
Here are just a few of the things we commonly address during a pond
management consultation:

Preventative Maintenance

Habitat Improvement

Planting Suggestions

Land Use Planning

Weed/Algae Control

Leak Location

Fishery Management

Nutrient Loading

Animal Problems

Sedimentation

Buffer Zones

Pond Design

Permitting

Water Loss

Call Cason & Associates to schedule a consultation today!
1-877-309-8408

